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Subject:     "BAD  FOODS  UNDER  EIRE."    Facts  from  the  Federal  Food  and 
Drug  Administration,  Washington,  D.  C. 

— ooOoo — 

Today's  report  from  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug  Administration  :  • 
is  entitled:     "Bad  Foods  Under  Fire.     Federal  Officials  Seize  Larger 
Quantities  of  Unfit  Merchandise." 

But  let's  read  the  report,  and  find  out  about  these  ""bad  foods," 
and  why  they  were  removed  from  the  market,  so  there' d  "be  no  chance  of 
their  coming  to  our  dinner  tables.     Quoting  directly: 

"At  the  head  of  seizures  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  during 
February  were  canned  vegetables,  fruits  and  seafoods,  frozen  eggs, 
fresh  fish  and  nuts  —  all  these  foods  being  unfit  for  human  consump- 
tion because  of  in  sect- damage ,  infestations,  mold  and  decomposition. 
Second  in  importance  were  economic  frauds ,  represented  by  short  weight, 
or  by  the  substitution  or  abstraction  of  ingredients  not  announced  on 
the  label.     The  least  conspicuous  violation  of  the  Pure  Food  Law  during 
the  month  was  the  presence  of  poisons  in  food. 


"Products  removed  from  the  market  because  of  filth,  decomposi- 
tion, or  insect-infestation  included  canned  peas,  green  beans,  canned 
beets,  peaches,  pears,  prunes,  salmon,   shrimp,  lake  whitefish  and  re- 
lated species,  canned  frozen  whole  eggs,  frozen  egg  whites,  tomato  paste, 
catsup  and  soup,  and  1700  pounds  of  almonds. " 

Next,  the  economic  cheats.     Among  these  were  packages  of  pecan 
meats  in  baskets  with  false  bottoms,  with  the  net  weight  statement 
inconspicuously  displayed  on  the  under  side  of  the  container;  jars  of 
preserves  and  jellies  low  in  fruit  content;  cans  of  so-called  lemon 
juice,  diluted  with  water;  thyme  leaves,  from  which  most  of  the  flavor- 
ing constituents  had  been  extracted;  sacks  of  potatoes  labeled  as  oi  a 
grade  higher  than  their  condition  warranted;  mustard  sauce  containing 
added  gum  and  mustard  bran,  without  any  label  declaration  of  their 
presence;  and  so-called  malted  milk  found  to  contain  a  fat  other  than 
butterfat.     Thirty-eight  cans  of  cane  sirup  and  96  cans  of  sorghum 
sirup  were  seized  because  they  were  short  of  the  "net  contents"  declar- 
ation on  the  label. 

Foods  removed  from  the  market  because  they  contained  "poisonous 
adulterants"  included  25  bushels  of  apples  bearing  arsenic  and  lead 
spray  residues,  5^8  sacks  of  lima  beans  containing  lead  residues,  and 
3^2  pounds  of  crude  edible  gelatine  containing  traces  of  arsenic. 
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Now  let's  see  what  drug  items  were  seized,  for  violation  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  —  more  than  3>00C  packages  of  absorbent  cotton, 
336  packages  of  gauze  bandage,  and  more  than  28,000  envelopes  of  an 
"adhesive  compress,"  all  found  to  be  unsterile,  although  they  were 
labeled  "sterilized. " 

Among  other  drug  items  seized  were  low-strength  tincture  of 
iodine,  impure  anesthetic  ether,  and  aspirin  tablets  below  standard. 
The  aspirin  tablets  were  labeled  "100"  per  bottle,  but  the  average 
number  of  tablets  to  the  bottle  was  only  91. 

Now  here's  a  long  list  of  the  patent  medicines  removed  from 
the  market.     They  were  seized  under  the  authority  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  "on  allegations  that  claims  made  for  the  treatment  of  the  disease 
conditions  named  were  beyond  the  capabilities  of  the  patent  medicines." 

They  include  nose  drops,  ointments,  pills,  powders,  tonics, 
oils,  a  dental  cream,  and  a  "Health  Beverage."     The  "Health  Eeverage" 
was  a  brown-colored  liquid  offered  for  toning  the  stomach  and  nervous 
system,  inducing  refreshing  natural  sleep,  invigorating  the  nerves, 
promoting  digestion,  and  for  indigestion,  nervous  dyspepsia,  wakeful- 
ness, headaches,  mental  or  physical  exhaustion,  insomnia,  severe  colds, 
nervous  chills,  and  to  overcome  the  liquor,  tea,  or  coffee  habit. 

The  "Dental  Cream"  bore  a  statement  alleged  to  create  the 
impression  that  the  cream  had  been  tested  and  approved  by  some  branch 
of  the  United  States  Government.     Quoting  today's  report  directly: 
"The  dental  cream  was  further  alleged  misbranded  in  that  it  was  offered 
for  the  prevention  of  decay,  and  as  a  'triumph  in  mouth,  teeth,  and 
gum  prophylaxis,'  regarded  as  being  beyond  the  capabilities  of  a  tooth 
paste.  " 

Another  patent  medicine  seized  because  it  made  claims  "beyond 
the  capabilities  of  the  article"  was  a  product  called  "Wah-Foo-Sah 
Kee-Kee-Kee. "     "Wah-Foo-Sah  Kee-Kee-Kee"  was  composed  of  water  and 
alcohol  with  small  proportions  of  plant  extractives  and  a  plant  laxa- 
tive, offered  for  activating  the  muscles  of  the  bowels,  and  for  build- 
ing up  the  blood. 

So  concludes  today's  report  from  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  —  a  report  of  the  unfit  food  and  drug  items  removed 
from  the  market,  as  routine  work,  during  the  month  of  February. 
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